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for many years purposely kept out of the market in order to allow their
value to increase ; but in January, 1888, a number of sections were offered
for sale at several points in the province, when 19,986 acres were disposed
of for the sum of $140,189, being an average of about $7 per acre ; in Jan-
uary, 1892, 53,030 acres were sold by auction, and realized $421,518, being
an average of $7.95 per acre, and again in January and February, 1893,
12,603 acres were disposed of for the sum of £89,505, or an average price
of 7.10 per acre.

1572. The progress of education in Manitoba has been very rapid, as
the following figures show. The figures previous to 1890 are for Pro-
testant schools only :—

EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS OF MANITOBA, 18383 TO 1894.

f Number Number School Number {5
YEAR. | of of cl Ot(? of t‘t : eéag ©!

| Schools. Teachers, | POPUatION. Pupils. akLendance:
IB83. v v veem,  svosanns 256 246 12,346 10,831 5,064
184 ) 326 359 14,129 11,708 6,520
1885, ... 390 476 15,850 13,074 7,847
1886............... . 422 525 16,835 15,926 8,611
TBBT i v s e 35 8 5 Bt 464 581 17,600 16,940 9,715
T1888u0: 3 o aswmnsvs 550 o ;! 495 675 18,850 18,000 9,856
1889, e 524 668 21,471 18,358 11,242
1890, .o 627 840 25,077 23,256 11,627
1891 . ... .l 612 866 28,678 23,871 12,433
8O0, s s e v 660 902 29,564 23,244 12,976
JBUR., . | coon g o 5 v 55 718 997 34,417 28,706 14,180
1894.. . . ... ... 884 1,047 36,459 32,630 16,260

In 1894 there were 744 school-houses in the province, of which 627 were
frame, 37 brick, 11 stone, and 69 log. The number of trees planted was
2,223.

1573. The school age is 5 to 16 years, inclusive, and from the above table
it will be seen that the average attendance was 50 per cent, while the pro-
portion of the population at school was 1 in 58. Figures such as these not
only demonstrate the wonderful progress of the province during the last 20
years, but must effectually dissipate any ideas that intending settlers might
have about the difficulty there would be in educating their children, and
must convince them that life on the prairies does not mean life without the
most important benefits of civilization. Collegiate departments for more
advanced education are attached to the public schools at Winnipeg and
Brandon, and the total number of pupils enrolled during the year was 502
and 137 respectively. There is also a Normal School in Winnipeg, for the
training of teachers.
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